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GEQGRAPHY 370 MEXICO AND CENTRAL AMERICA

Reading guestions from Carl Safina, Voyage of the Turlle
Study gusstions for pages 188-183
Background: turtles have becoms increasingly scarce in the past centuries
Explain how this scarcily affected sea grass beds. (181)
Explain how Hawksbill scarcity, through Chrondrilla nucula, is a threat to coral reefs in Belize.
Expiain how fewer Leatherback furtles is believed to be associated with fewer fish.
What did Columbus say about turtle abundance in 14927

What happened in Bermuda from 1610 to 1620, and what did its assembly do in response? What was status of
Bermuda's Green Turiles by 18007

Nowadays Caribbean Green Turtle colonies hold an estimated __ % or less of their pre-Columbian numbers.
Nescribe the numerical changes in the Costa Rican Tortugere Beach Green Turtle popuiation from 1870-2004.

Why are the Pacific sea turtle populations generally doing worse than the Atlantic ones? What are the three forces
making declines worse? (182)

What are numerical trends on Leatherback numbers on Costa Rica's Pacific side most key beach for 1980 to 20007
VWhat are trends for Mexico's Pacific Leatherbacks, 1990-26057

List four key reasons for decline in Pacific and Indian Geean sea turtie populations.

Study Questions for pages 248753

What are listed causes of the Hawksbill turtle popuiation deciines on the Mexican Pacific Coast? What is the role of
Japan and bekkao?

Describe the analogy the author makes between Japan and the United States.

What are the geographic origing of the "bad” shrimp fishermen, according to Alberto Abreu? Related io this, what
does he believe the ultimate key to turtie conservation is, for the Pacific Coast region of Mexico?

What does Laura believe the main cause of the La d (Leatherback) declines on the Mexican Pacific Coast is?
Explain. What are other hypotheses listed? (note that Laura is a Mexican biologist who has for years frained focal
biclegist to count Leatherback nests from the aerial flyovers, and who has participated in thousands of miles of
such aeral censuses)

Why will some eqy poachers kill female turtles? What are the leng-term implications of this strategy. for a} the
turtles, and &) the poachers livelihood?

hitp:fiwwwy. youtube.comiwateh 7veH TKe-GhiPvwfeaturesrelated padicloggerhead turtles. in whosshands?
hitp:fiwww. youtube comiwatch ?v=3NTSIBVABE saving the leatherback people



